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DIVINE BENSVOLENCE. 


Lecture on Psalms 145, 9. Delivered in Rochester, March 28, 1824, by the Editor. 


Ix our reflections on the divine character and conduct, it is su- 
premely interesting to know, that the God on whom we depend, is 
good infinitely, impartially and unchangeably. If we are not per- 
suaded of this, we may fear him, but cannot love or confide in him, 
as a faithful unchangeable friend. I shall therefore in this discourse 
endeavor to convince your understandings, 

1. That Jehovah is infinitely good aoa gracious. 

2. That his goodness is unchangeable, universal and impartial. 

A Priori, we prove the goodness of God from his own nature and 
attributes. Animals are malevoient in proportion as they are im- 
perfect and merely sensitive; but benevolence as necessarily arises 
from intellectual nature, as self-love from mere animal existence. 
Hence moral obligation is founded on truth, and every being who 
perceives truth, must feel obligation, Jehovah, who perceives 
all truth, must therefore perceive moral obligation in all its extent; 
and be more subjected to its influence than all other beings, in 
proportion as his powers of perception are greater than theirs. 
Notwithstanding all the diversity of opinion, respecting moral obli- 
gation, they harmonize in this chief distinction: It 1s RigHT To com- 
MUNICATE HAPPINESS, AND WRONG TO FRODUCE MISERY. This may 
be admitted as an eternal maxim, ‘as irreversible as the throne of 
Heaven or the decree of Almighty. God being intelligent, must 
perceive this distinction; and in proportion as he perceives it, he 

must approve benevolence and abhor every evil disposition. No 
argument can be more clear, strong, andconclusive. Therefore it 
is just as certain, that Jehovah is good, as that he is intelligent; 
and as certain as happiness is better than misery, so surely is the 
impartial God, good unto all, Ps. 145, 9. O ye barbarous tribes 
of men, think of these things; and ye merely sensitive, seek the 
treasures of literature and wisdom, that your selfish and grovelling 
dispositions may be elevated, and become philanthropic and Di- 
vine! The great cause of the opposition of many to the doctrine of 
Universal love, arises from the darkness that is in them because of 
unbelief. May the father of light dispel the darkness from their 


minds, that they may see the 5 clearly! 
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By raising our eyes to the stary heavens, and admitting astronc- 
mical and philosophical deductions from the phenomena, our minds 
are astonished by the display of almighty power. On the second 
of August, 1792, Dr. Herschel observed, that in 41 minutes 285, 
000 stars passed the field of view in his telescope! By the same 
authority we are informed, that there are telescopic stars, whose 
distance is so great that their light must have required abovea mil- 
lion of years to reach our earth, though the light descends from 
the sun to usin eight seconds! Great God, how immense the 
boundaries of thine infinite abode, and how small a part of thy 
works do we know!! If every star be a sun, like that of our sys- 
tem, giving life, light, and animation to about two hundred globes 
like our earth, what must God be, who made, governs, and sup- 
ports so many worlds ! 

There is a necessary €onnection between the attributes of wisdom 
and goodness, Wherever infinite power exists, there will be also 
infinite knowledge ; and wherever infinite power and wisdom have 
been displayed, there unlimited goodness shines in meridian splen- 
dor. If we reflect on the Divine attributes we shall easily perceive, 
that the stimulus of action must arise alone from infinite goodness. 
Almighty power could not be the stimulus, it is the means; and in- 
finite wisdom can only be a modulating principle; and therefore it 
remains that the only motive of all God’s operations, must be ivFr- 
NITE BENEVOLENCE! If ever the Deity acted, being prompted to 
action alone by infinite goodness, it must have been with a view to 
do that which is good, purely good, or good alone. Hence all 
his works manifest his praise, and will eternally declare his glory. 
O how sure and steadfast ought to be the intellectual creature’s con- 
fidence ; because God lives, he shall live also; and the conscious 
existence of intellectual life, is a certain pledge of subsequent 
happiness and eternal enjoyment! 

All evil results from weakness and ignorance. From these arise 
envy, hatred, injustice, and every species of immorality. How- 
ever these imperfections blemish the character of man, they can- 
not be ascribed tothe all perfect Jehovah. The doctrine that teach- 
es endless sin and misery, or final destruction, supposes either that 
God is angry and implacable, or that man is irreclaimable ; but 
both suppositions are manilestly absurd. Admitting the hideous 
and absurd doctrine, that God is passionate, yet all the hopes, 
prayers, and penances of every age and country, have had their 
foundation in the belief that God is appeasible; and surely none 
will be so bold as to affirm that infinite power and wisdom joined 
to infinite goodness, are incapable of reclaiming man. Hence it 
appears from the perfections of the Deity that, notwithstanding all 


- our difficulties about the existence of evil, the begevolent Parent 


of mankind accomplishes the best end by the best means. Infinite 
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goodness can admit of no attribute inconsistent with itself. We 
need only then the knowledge of an attribute, to determine whether 
it can belong to the Deity. But if an attribute inflict endless pain 
on any being, that attribute cannot be good; it cannot belong to 
God. Whatever makes a man more miserable than happy, is pos- 
itive evil. A good being must always give an excess of pleasure 
above pain, but according to the doctrine of endless misery, God, 
the good and just, inflicts an unbounded excess of pain on the great 
majority of his creatures! Can any human being consider what 
God is, and whatendless misery implies, and then affirm that the 
infliction of the one, is consistent with the attributes of the other? 
Jehovah’s attributes all harmonize. His justice, holiness, wisdom, 
goodness and power, have been, and will be exerted to a glorious 
result. Therefore let universal acclamations of praise spontane- 
ously burst from all intellectual creatures, alleluia, the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth! 

The design of God can be nothing less than the ftnal and perfect 
happiness of all his intelligent creatures. The formation of the 
Universe and its superintendence by the Deity, implies some wise 
and benevolent design; for none could suppose that God would 
choose evil for its own sake; evil in his hands must be the instru- 


ment of good. 


Happy the man, who sees a God employed 
In all the good and ill that chequer life, 
Resolving all events with their effects, 
And manifest results into the will, 
And arbitration wise of the supreme. 
Did net his eye rule all things and intend | 
The least of our concerns, since from the least 
The greatest oft originates, could chance 
Find place in his dominions, or dispose 
One lawless particle to thwart his plan, 
Then God might be surprised or unforeseen 
Contiogence might alarm him, and disturb 

: The smooth and equal course of his affairs. CowPeEn. 


Had evil been designed by the Deity, it would have appeared as 
the end of nature in all its operations; and good or happiness the 
consequence of unnatural violence and perversion. Disorder and 
wretchedness would have been uniform and regular; and pleasure 
would have been accidental, and only calculated to raise the inten- 
sity of pain, by transitory tastes of enjoyment. Had the design of 
the author of animal life been malevolent, says Dr. Price, the or« 
dinary state of every being would have been trouble, dejection and 
anguish. ‘The lower animals, and all inanimate nature, instead of 
administering to our accommodation, would have only tended to 
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anney and harrass. The bee would have been without honey ; the 
rose without fragrance ; the fields without their pleasing verdure 
and gay flowers. The fire would have scorched without warming , 
the light would have dazzelled without cheering ; and every breath 
of air would have cut like asword. The appetites and senseg 
would have been the instruments of incessant torture, and could 
never have been productive of pleasure to us, unless merely by ac- 


cident. Every touch would have felt like the rubbing of a wound ,. 


every taste bitter, and every sounda scream! Our imagination 
would have presented nothing to us but frightful spectres ; our 
thoughts would have been the perpetual seat of deep and constant 
melancholy, and our reason would have only served to point out 
our wretchedness; and the irremediless circumstances of intermi- 
nable woe! In one word, what we now call gratification, could 
have been nothing but a relaxation of torment; oras a paroxism of 
pain, transient and rare ; and intended only to set a keener edge 
on misery, by giving a taste of felicity. But far otherwise is our 
experience. Wherever we can trace the effects of design, there 
we behold satisfactory evidence of that great design, being wise 
and benevolent. All the evil in the world is evidently designed for 
good, and proves the very means, necessary to effect the divine 
purpose of love and mercy. 


All discord, harmony not understood, 
All partial evil, Universai good ; 

In spite of pride, in erring reason’s spite, 
One truth is clear, whatever is, is right. 


Pain and distress are out of the common course of nature; and 
therefore they are overrated, and magnified wherever they happen. 
But could we fairly estimate the good and evil apparent in the di- 
vine administration, and judge of them properly, the latter would 
appear to us, when compared to the former, no more than the 
shades in a fine picture, or the discords in a grand and well mana- 
ged concert. Those very pains, mixed with the pleasure of ani 
mals, are necessary tu their enjoyment. The strongest objection 
drawn from the phenomena of animal sensations, is clearly solved 
by the consideration that goodness only requires the production. of 
happiness, whether it consists of unmiged enjoyment, or a clear ex- 
cess of pleasure above pain. In the latter case, however, there 
can be no seffering, under the divine administration, which is not 
necessary to the perfection of intellectual felicity. The Almighty 
Universal Parent is love, we ought therefore to rejoice in existence ; 
and look up to Heaven with satisfaction and certain triumph. Je- 
hovah is good unto all and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. Hence God, whose nature is love, presides over all events. 











CES 


4 
i 
& 





Se ra 




















i Rea ao 











Divine Benevolence. {01 


Ont of seeming evil, still educing good, and better still, and 
better thence again, in infinite progression. 

This doctrine represents Jehovah’s character in a glorious, affect- 
ing, and amiable light. ‘To the rational mind it affords a con- 
tinual feast ; and being accompanied with so powerful evidence, 
administers the surest grounds of confidence. No mathematical 
proposition is more capable of demonstration; and no demonstra- 
tion can be more clear and evident, than that drawn from the attri. 
butes and design of the Deity. Jehovah being infinitely good, wise, 
and powerful, what could determine him to call into existence a world 
of percipient and reasonable beings? Could it be caprice? that 
is impossible ; for being infinitely wise, he must act froma wise 
and determined design. Could it be weakness ? that also is impos- 
sible. Could it be to occasion misery? this is most of all impos- 
sible and self-contradictory ; for a being infinitely, wise, good, and 
happy, cannot purpose misery for its own sake. Human ingenuity 
¢annot suppose any other object than the bestowment of happiness ; 
consequently the great motive that induced the Deity to call a world 
into existence, was the happiness of his creatures. Nor can the 
design of God be frustrated ; for this would imply a power greater 
than omnipatence ; and to change, implies inconstancy and defi- 
ciency in wisdom. Both suppositions are manifestly absurd.— 
Therefore the conclusion, that God formed man for happinesy 
and will bring him to it, follows irresistibly. 

Man’s nature, says Dr. Smith, in his illustrations of the Divine 
Government, is designed for some excellent purpose. The no- 
ble powers by which he is distinguished, are intellectual, social, 
and moral. By the first he can observe the beauty and order of na- 
ture; investigate the cause of its phenomena, and ascertain the 
laws by which it is governed. He can penetrate its secret recesses, 
and calculate the distances, and movements of surrounding worlds. 
His social affections lead him out of himself, and attach him to his 
fellow creatures; he rejoices in their joy, weeps for their woe, and 
feels himself bound by a thousand endearing ties. His moral facul- 
ties enable him to sit in judgment on his own conduct, and distin- 
guish between good and evil. He can hold intercourse with the 
great author of his being,whom, though shrouded from mortal view, 
he can feel, and of whose presefce he has an awful consciousness. 

Now for what end can a being so wonderfully endowed be called 
into existence? Why such faculties given to him ?—-To adorn and 
secure the triumph of evil, and afford to the universe an eternal 
spectacle of majestic desolation, or fallen and perverted grandeur ? 
No! rather to add to the beauty of the fair creation, by proving 
ihat one principle pervades all, from the highest to the lowest, and 
one almighty good God, directs all its operations. The highest or- 
der of intelligent creatures, who fulfil! the councils of the most high, 
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are filled with that adorable object whom they serve and contem- 
plate. Why then should man possess a nature, which falsifies eve- 
ry appearance, and disappoints every hope. A capacity which 
enables him to soar with the seraph, and a destiny, which levels 
him with the brute? Fie onthe meanness of the thought. 

God made the Universe, says Dr. A. Clarke, on Gen. 1, and go- 
verns all things according to the counsel of his own will. That will 
is infinite goodness ; that counsel is unerring wisdom. Whilst un- 
der the direction of this counsel, we cannot err; whilst under the 
influence of this will, we cannot be wretched. Behold the firma- 
ment of his power, the sun, moon, planets, and stars, which he has 
formed not for himself, for he needs none of them ; but solely for 
his intellectual offspring. What endless gratification has he design- 
ed for us, in placing within our reach these astonishing effects of 
his wisdom and power ; in rendering us capable of searching out 
their wonderful relations and connections ; and of knowing himself, 
the source of all perfection, by having made us in his own image 
and in his own likeness. 

2. A posteriori, the evidences of Eternal goodness rush on our 
view from all the appearances of nature. All animals are pleased 
with existence, and seem to acknowledge it the g!t uf the Creator ; 
who has been pleased to call them from non-entity, to partake of ex- 
istence, in common with its great author. Animal sensations appear 
to have been given solely for the gratification of animals. The more 
we investigate, this proposition, the more evidence shall we acquire 
ofits truth. There is not one of the animal functions whose natura] 
exercise is painful; nor is there one, whose natural use is not pro- 
ductive of real pleasure. Hence we naturally infer that there must 
be more happiness than misery in the present state of existence.— 
Were it not so, we should sce all animals tired of existence, and 
watching for an opportunity to throw off the burden of life, and re- 
‘urn to a siate of unconsciousness. But the reverse is the fact. Ev- 
ery exertion is used to prolong life, and protract the season of dis- 
solution. 

The primary tendency of all the laws of nature, with which we 
are acquainted,is to happiness and enjoyment. The fruits of beney- 
olence are scattered throughout the whole world. Every new object 
we meet, every new discovery we make,and every step we advance 
in the“tiowledge of God’s works, afford us new reasons for admir- 
ing the glory of his perfections. A universe so fair and harmonious, 
so orderly and beautiful, so abundantly peopled with numberless 
varieties of living beings; all rejoicing in existence, all liberally 
supported and enjoying blessings suited to their nature and situation, 
could never have been the production of an evil, selfish, or malevos 
‘lent being. Within the boundaries of observation, we behold every 
“egion of our earth, abounding with inhabitants, and every tribe of 
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animals plainly made for happiness ; and their natural and ordina. 
ry state is thatof health and enjoyment. So overflowing is the di- 
vine goodness that from vegetable life up to reasoning man, there 
isnochasm. Every rivulet, every leaf, every particle of matter is 
peopled with inhabitants, Above, around, beneath ; the air, the 
earth, and the water; every tree, shrub, and every leaf, teems 
with delightful existence : and nature is replenished with the effects 
of uncreated and everlasting benevolence. A universe so bound- 
less in extent that all imagination is lost in nothingness, built on 
purpose to be the seat of bliss and the theatre of God’s muniftcence 
will forever cry aloud God is good unto all! Ifwe raise our views 
to the planetary worlds, and behold the myriads of starry systems 
rolling in unbounded space ; and then reflect on the countless hosts 
of living beings, which people these unnumbered systems ; all brought 
forth by one beneficent parent, to partake of his care and share his 
bounty ; O haw transcendingly great must be the goodness of Al- 
mighty Love. Again, when we consider the fulness and extent of 
creation, and that it is scarcely possible to fix the eye on a single 
spot in the vast universe cf God, where there are not life and hap- 
piness ; and then calculate the sum of enjoyment ; what an effort of 
benevolence. What a display of the goodness of God. 

2, Having ascertained that Jehovah is infinitely good and gra- 
cious, we proceed to show that his goodness is unchangeable, impar- 
tialand universal. God is unchangeable in his essence, because his 
being is necessary and his essence self-existent. Whatever ex- 
ists of necessity, as it cannot but be, so it cannot but continue to be 
invariably the same. That which depends upon nothing, can be 
effectcd by nothing, can be changed by nothing, can be influenced 
by no power, can be impaired by no time, nor varied by no acci- 
dent. ‘The scriptures very emphatically express the unchangeability 
of God by calling him, wno 1s, was, AnD 1s To coms. ‘That this 
phrase is a simple appellative is evident from the construction, apo 
tou ho on, which though unusual, is agreeable to the prophetic style. 
He is denominated immortal and incorruptible and therefore un- 
changeable. 1 Tim. 1. 17, and 6, 16; Rom. 1,23; Ps. 90, 2, and 
102, 27; James 1.17. Jehovah’s purposes, covenants, and pro- 
mises, are immutable. Ps. 33, tl, 36. 5, 89. 21; 111, 3—8, 
Job 23, 13, Num. 23, 19, Mal. 3.6. His gospel is immutable, 
Heb. 6, 13--18 and 13, 8. Gal. 3, 8. Tit. 1, 2. 

The divine impartiality is the natural result of his omnipresence. 
If existence be a perfection, and it is the foundation’ of ali perfec- 
tion, i: follows that as continuance to exist through long periods of 
time, so also extent of existence, and consequently of power, thro’ 
large portions of space must be a greater degree of this perfection. 
Now as the self-existent being, who is absolutely perfect, must be 
eternal in duratien, se his greatness must be immense; otherwisg 
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his perfections will be limited, which implies imperfection. By, 
supposing him to be finite inextent, the perfection of his power will 
be totally.destroyed, as it would be, to suppose him temporary in 
duration. For as any being, which is not always, at the time when 
it is not, is as if it never had been, so whatever being is not every 
where, in those places where it is not, is, as to all the purposes of 
power and activity, as if it had no existence atall. Forno being can 
act where it is not any more than when it is not. Hence the sup- 
position that any place can do without the presence of God, or that 
God can be in any place, to the exclusion of any other, is the foun- 
dation of Atheism. For if one place can do without the physical 
presence of the Deity, by a parity of reason, every place may do 
without him ; and consequently theism is a fallacy and atheism is 
confirmed and established. By enlarging this perfection to its ut- 
most possibility, we must ascribe to God, entire infinity or immensi- 
ty. We must conceive of himas a being that fills infinite space, that 
contains all things in his own boundless nature. Who is no? con- 
fined or circumscribed by any space; but co-existent and present 
with all things ; and, infinitely beyond what we can imagine, with- 
out limits or bounds; in whom we live, move, and have our being ; 
and in whom all things really subsist. As it is necessary that he 
who made all beings, must have existed before the things he has 
made, so it is equally necessary that he be present with the things 
which he has made and governs. For surely things could not be 
made without the existence of the actual power, which made them ; 
nor can things ever be governed, without the presence of that wis- 
dom, by which they are governed. Whatever argument therefore 
proves the being of a God, or his unerring providence, must also 
equally demonstrate his actual omnipresence. Seeing God is omni- 
present he cannot be influenced by distance or propinquity as his 
limited creatures. The common father of all, alike near to all, he 
is equally attached to all his offspring. Hence there are no traces 
of a partial God to be discovered in his vast creation. He made 
no distinction in the nature of mankind: for whatever differences 
prevail, they are of degree and not of kind. Partiality and ca- 
price are inarks of imperfections and ought never to be ascribed to 
the universal cause. If oureye be evil, let us not on that account 
charge God with injustice! Tillotson justly observes, *“ that accor- 
ding to men’s notions of God, willbe their religion. If they have 
zross and false conceptions of him, their religion will be absurd 
and superstitious. If they fancy God to be ill-natured and armed , 
with infinite power, they may fear him but they will never love him ; 
and will be to apt to conduct towards others as they imagine God 
deals with them; for all religion naturally inclines men to imitate 


. him whom they wership.”” Gop ts Love. Amen. 
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NEW CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


@esteru Assoctation of Mntversalists 


IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK;, 
AND ALSO THE MINUTES AND CIRCULAR LETTER, 


FOR THE YEAR 1824. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art. 1. The Western Association shall convene once a year, at 
such time and place as shall have been appointed ata previous 
meeting. oe 

2- Every church and society in fellowship with the Association, 
and under no restriction, shall have the right of sending two dele- 
gates to the Annual Meeting who, being duly certified by the church 
or sociely whom they represent, shall be received as members of 
the council. 

3. All Ministers of the gospel in regular standing and fellowship 
with this or any other association of Universalits, shall be consid- 
ered as members. 

4. Each member shal! be entitled to one vote, and all matters 
determined by a majority. 

5. The business of the Association, when assembled, shall be, 
to choose a moderator and clerk, and other officers, when necessa- 
ry* to examine the state of particular churches and societies duly 
represented ; and to give or withdraw fellowship, as may be neces- 
sary ; to consider the conduct of its members and approve or re- 
buke as occasion may require; to appoint particular committees 
and hear their reports; and to adopt all such measures, from time 
to time, as may tend to promote general order, instruction and 
harmony. 

6.* The association shall appoint, annually, three of its members, 
a committee of discipline, who shall have the power of hearing com- 
plaints and of suspending from fellowship, when necessary, ‘the la- 
bors of ministers, until the next meeting of the association. 

‘7. If any Preacher of this association or any of its branches 
shall be charged, by public fame, with unbecoming or irreligious 
behaviour and conversation, inquiry shall be made into the cause 
of complaint, and fellowship continued only on Satisfactory evi- 
dence of innocence: And if the associatiou shall have given letters 
of fellowship to any person, who discontinues his ministry, without 
sufficient cause, said letiers shall be recalled. 

8. The request of any candidate for ordination, who being an 
approved laborer, has had a letter of fellowship for one year; and 
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sustained, during the same time, an unimpeachable moral charac- 
ter, shall be granted, and ordination conferred at the annual meet- 
ings of the association, or by councils appointed fur that purpose. 

9. It shall be the duty of every member to give attendance in 
council to all business coming before the association, and not to 
withdraw without permission from the moderator. 

10. This association disclaims all authority to pass any further 
judgment against any offending church, society, or individual, than 
the withdrawing of fellowship. 

11. This association reserves to itself, under the direction of 
Divine wisdom the right of making any alterations in this constitu- 
tion, which circumstances may require, provided they be in con 
formity with the plan of the General Convention. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
Wisin ARSOCLATION, 
FOR THE YEAR 1824. 


THE Ministers and Delegates censtituting the Western Association of Universalists 
having assembled, according to adjournment of the last session, in the town and coun- 
ty of Madison, Wednesday, June 2, 1824, opened the council with a solemn and rey- 
erential address to the throne of ru ETERNAL by brother John S. Thompson. 

1. The council was organized by appointing brother W. Underwood, Moderator, 
and brothers J. S. Thompson, and G. B. Lisher, Clerks. 

2. The letters of Societies, and the credentials of Delegates were read, and produ- 
ced those agreeable sensations which naturally arise in the mind, on hearing of the 
success of a cause in which we have cheerfully embarked ; or the prosperity of those 
for whom we are deeply interested. 

5. Received requests for fellowship from societies lately formed in Newport, Herki- 
mer; and in Middlefield and Milford, Otsego: and voted that the above societies be 
received into the fellowship of the Association. 

4. Appointed brothers N. Stacy, S. R. Smith, and I. Whitnell, a committee to re- 
ceive applications for fellowship and ordination, and report their decision to the coun- 
cil, concerning the propriety of granting such requests 

5. Order of public service on Wednesday morning. Introductory prayer by brother 
J, Potter; sermon by brother J. 5. Flagler, from 2 Peter, 1, 10; brother W. J. Reese, 
concluding prayer. 

6. After service the council yetired and appointed brothers Smith, Stacy, Lisher, 
‘Thompson, and Underwood, a committee to consider the propriety of ameuding the 
constitution of the Western Assoction, and to report such changes or additions as they 
should judge necessary. 

7 Afternoon service. Brother lL. Whitnell, introductory prayer; brother L. C 
Todd, sermon from 1 Tim. 1, 5—7; brother Jones, concluding prayer. 

8. The council having returned, resolved that the committee appointed by the last 
session, to digest and report to the present meeting, an entire histery, in one book, 
of the proceedings of this body from its commencement to the present time, be con- 
tinued in office for another year, to collect the minutes of all the different meetings 
of this association: and to intersperse them with such explanatory and historical re- 
marks as shell furnish materials for a history of Universalism in this state. 

"9. Proceeded to hear the report of the committees appointed by the last session, to 
attend the diticrent Branch Associations. The reports were all of a pleasing nature, 
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«specially those from the Black River and Genesee Branches. Order and harmony 
reign unmolested, and the triumphs of truth gladden the hearts of all their men:bers. 

10. Brother Stacy having addressed the throne of grace, in thanksgiving and prayer, 
the council adjourned to meet at 7 o'clock on Thursday morning. 

11, On Thursday morning the council was opened with prayer by brother O. Ackley 

12. Appointed brothers Whitnell, Lisher, Potter, Smith, and Jones, a committee 
to visit the Genesee Branch Association, to meet at Pembroke, on the third Wednes- 
day of September next; and to attend the Cayuga Branch, on their return, to meet 
at Sempronius on the first Wednesday in October, 1824. 

13. Voted that brothers Stacy, Todd. Flagler, Smith, and Jones be a committee to 
to attend the Chenango Branch* Association, to meet at Hope Bottom, Susquehanna 
county, Pennsylvania, on the first Wednesday of September next. 

14, Chose brothers Thompson, Lisher, Smith, and Stacy, a committee to visit the 
Black River Branch Association, to meet at Brewnville, on the last of June inst. 

15. The Committee appointed to receive applications for letters of fellowship or or- 
dination, reported in faver of conferring ordination on brother G. B. Lisher, and of 
granting letters of fellowship to brothers Lewis C Todd, George Messinger, Ezekiel 
W. Robbins, and William J. Reese. The council voted that the report of the com- 
mittee be accepted. 

16. The committee appointed to inquire into the propriety of amending the consti- 
tution, declared in favor of a new constitution,” a form of which they presented to 
the council ; which being read, in separate articles, was unanimously adopted 

17. Morning service. [ntroductory prayer by brother G. B. Lisher ; sermon by bro- 
ther John 8. Thompson, from Psalm $9, 15; brother E. S. Goodwin, concluding 
prayer. 

18. Afternoon. Br. A. Greene, introductory prayer ; br. S. R. Smith, ordination ser- 
mon from 1 fim. 4, 10, 11; brother Jones consecrating prayer; brother Stacy charge 
and delivery of the scriptures; brother Pitt Morse, right hand of fellowship. Brother 
Stacy the usual addresses ; brother'Underwood concluding prayer. 

19. The council having retired, appointed brothers Stacy, Underwood, and Smith, 
a committec of discipline for the ensuing year 

20. Voted that brother John S. Thompson prepare the minutes, and annex to them 
the annual circular letter, and that they be published in the Rochester Magazine, with 
a request that they be copied by the other editors of Universalist publications in this 
state. 

21. Appointed brother J. S. Thompson to prepare and publish the New Constitution 
in a handsome manner, 

22. Voted that persons possessing monies belonging to this Association, shall appro- 
priate the same to their own use. 

23. Brother S. Finch having returned thanks to Almighty God, the association ad- 
journed to meet at Eaton Bush, Fairfield, Herkimer co. on the first Wednesday of 


June, 1825. 
W. UNDERWOOD, Moderator 
JOHN S. THOMPSON, 2 Clevin , 
GEORGE B. LISHER, § ~""* ” See p, 105. 


. 


——& 00000 ——— 


CIROULAR LIVER 


The Western Association of Universalists to the Churches and 
Societies in Fellowship; to all that are called by the name of Christ ; 
and to every son and daughter of Adam constituting part of the 
vast family of God, the Universal Parent, send salutations of good 
will, wishing them, in this world, the knowledge of the only true 
God and of Jesus, whom he has sent; and, in the world to come, 
glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life. 

Brethren of the Abrahamic Faith, assembled in our nineteenth 
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annual session, with hearts full of gratitude to our celestial Father, 
for the continued displays of his ceaseless and unchanging beneti- 
cence, and with fraternal love and respect for you, as partakers of 
the like precious faith, we present you with the minutes of our 
transactions during the session, from which you will learn that our 
Zion continues to rejoice in prosperity—that Jehovah lengthens her 
cords, strengthens her stakes, and causes her to grow with the in- 
crease of God, and gives her pastors afterhis own heart, who feed 
his people with knowledge and understanding. 

Four young brethren in the ministry, and three new Societies, 
have taken hold of the boughs of our flourishing palm-tree, which 
still continues to grow more abundantly, in proportion as it has been 
loaded by the reproaches and persecutions of the enemy. Like 
the grain of mustard seed, though small and despicable, our cause, 
the cause of truth, the cause of humanity, the cause of God and 
his Christ, spreads its verdant branches over vast districts of our 
highly favored land. The great trumpet of the Evangelical Jubi- 
lee has been blown, and men who were ready to perish in the land 
of Assyria, and the out-casts in the land of Egypt, are coming to 
worship the Lord in his holy mountain. Yea, from the east and 
the west, the north and the south do they come, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God. Refreshed 
at the streams of an occasional ministry, many have heard the glad 
tidings with delight, and experienced the fruit of the evangelical 
preacher’s lips, to be sweet to their taste: and having tasted the 
grapes of Eshkol, they became enamoured with the fair prospects 
of the land of promise, and travelling from strength to strength, 
they have appeared before the Lord in Zion. 

At no time have the commandments and traditions of men been 
more systematically refuted, and the doctrine of God our Saviour 
more enchantingly exhibited, than in the public services of the pre- 
sent session. In our first sermon the doctrine of scriptural election 
was clearly stated and maintained, whilst partiality, that infernal 
cancer, which preys on the benevolent and gracious affections, was 
deservedly exposed and reprobated. In the second, the heaven 
born principles of love and charity were represented with all those 
endearing charms, which fascinate and please, whilst they refine 
and elevate the soul! to all that is divine and gracious; and at the 
same time the vain janglings of those, who depart from the truth, 
as it is in Jesus, which at best, to be hated, needs only to be seen, 
were exhibited in all their native, ungodly odium, from which eve- 
ry mind seemed to revolt, and even the most credulous appeared 
appalled at the thought, that ever the human mind should have 
yielded to such degradation as to assent to dogmas so absurd and 
ridiculous ; and above all, that the good sense of man should have 
been so prostituted as to apply to such janglings, the title Evange! 
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ical. In the third, the Israelitish jubilee, in allegory. was shown 
to represent the gospel and its blessings. The joyful sound happi- 
ly depicted, in the deliverance it affords from the false fears, exci- 
ted by a hideous and demoralizing superstition. And the blessed- 
ness of the people, who know the joyful .sound of gospel grace. 
was described in a pious and affecting manner. In the fourth ser 

mon, God was pronounced the saviour of all men, and the propo 

sition maintained with rational and scriptural demonstration, suili 

cient to remove the doubts of the most sceptical ; and the aposte! 

ical injunction “these things command and teach,” enforced ina ve 

ry appropriate and energetic manner. The addresses, especiall, 
that to the ministring brethren, were unusually affecting, and, it is 
hoped, have made a lasting impression on the minds of many. ‘I'he 
greatest harmony prevailed in the council ; all things were done de. 
cently and in order, and a very numerous congregation departed 
saying, “tis good for us to be here.” “ This is none other than 
the house of God and the gate of Heaven.” 

As ministers of the Everlasting Gospel, we renew our vows 0: 
devotion to the cause of truth and holiness among mankind. With: 
humility we review every mark of imperfection and unfaithfulness 
in the discharge of that sacred office, to which we have been called 


by the Eternal Spirit. Deeply would we regret every symptom of 


worldly mindedness that might show itself in the conduct of those 
who labor in word and doctrine, and feel grieved that any like 
Demas, through love of the present world, should forsake the work 
of the ministry. We have resolved to give heed to ourselves and 
that ministry which we have received of the Lord Jesus! As far 
as we do the work of Evangelists, we look to you for the supply of 
our temporal necessities, confident, that your brotherly affections, 
and your love to the Redeemer,. manifested by your ardent desire 
for the prosperity. of his kingdom will induce you to relieve us ai 
all times from the burden of worldly anxiety, and, as instruments 
in the hand of God, te supply our returning wants. Your steady 
attendance on the public ministration of the word will greatly tend 
to exhilarate our hearts and strengthen our hands in the sacred ser- 
vice of the sanctuary. Here, brethren, we beseech you suffer the 
word of exhortation. There has been aremissness and indifference 
evinced by many! Let the evil cease. By all the obligations un- 
der which God and religion have placed you; by all the happiness 
derivable from devotion and love, we pray you, forsake not the as- 
sembling of yourselves together, but in the congregation of the 
faithful, see that you speak good of his name; and publish the 
praises of his wonderful works for the children of men. Since God 
has sent forth his light and truth, warming your hearts with the sa- 
cred fire of divine charity, and feasting your understandings with a 
rational, consistent, and heaven born religion, we beseech you by 
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the mercies ol God, that you present your bodies to him, a living, 
holy, and acc eptable s sacrifice, never to be recalled, for this is your 
reasonable service- Adorn the doctrine of God your saviour by an 
orderly and christian conduct. Abuse not the divine condescension 
by disregarding his paternal precepts, nor despise the riches of 
his grace tow ards you; but by shunning every appearance of evil, 
by abhorring all manner of unseemly words and actions, have your 
conversation in heaven, whence you look for the Saviour, and thus 
grow in the knowledge and admonition of the Lord. 
To those who walk not. with us, we beg leave to address a few 
words. Men and brethren, our hearts are enlarged : we consider 
you as well as ourselves, the heirs of the same heavenly inheritance, 
children of the same eternal, impartial, and universal love. We 
are not straitened towards you, but ye are straitened in your own 
bowels. We are ready to hold out the hand of hekawanth to every 
son _ daughter of the Lord Almighty. Come then, let us meet 
in the bonds of Christian charity ; ‘and in order to facilitate a happy 
and paiesnieatien Union, cease, we intreat you, to render cursing for 
blessing. Withdraw the invutions, unmerited, and slanderous. epi- 
‘hets, with which you have labored to vilify our name and religion. 
Admit, what ye ought never to have denied, that we possess the right 
ot ‘judging for our vuole es, @8 well as you ; wad that our sect can boast 
of men of talent, reason, honesty, and piety, as well as others.— 
Seriously ask yourselves, are we not acting the part of the blinded 
Catholics of the fourteenth and following centuries, and may not 
these men stand in relation to us as the reformers to them? Con- 
sider if the reformation from Popery could plead any thing in re- 
commendation, which cannot be reiterated on behalf of Unitarian 
Universalism. Come see our stately fabric, based on divine reve- 
lation, supported by the solid columns of reason and common sense, 
and standing a fair palace of the Deity, polished from the rough 
excrescences of human traditions and Pagan fable! Try it, ye 
Deists, by the rule of reason; square it, ye Orthodox, by the test 
of revelation. Walk all of you about our Zion, and mark well her 
bulw: arks, that ye may tell the generations yet to come, how the 
Lord has glorified his people, and exalted the lot of his inheritance. 
Then come, and let us reason together, and we shall be one fold, 
under one shepherd ; and the Lord shall be one, and his name one, 
in the whole earth. 
By Order, 
JOHN S. THOMPSON. 


aaa 











NOTICE. 
The Office of publication for the RocnHestrer MAGAZINE, Is re- 
moved to the first house north of the Presbyterian Church, Carroll- 
street, West Rochester. 
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LETTER TO Dr. FITCH. 
(Continued from p. 96.) 


The Calvinistic system so far as it relates to the moral govern 
ment of God modulated by an eternal plan, formed in goodness ex 
ecuted in wisdom & power, for the happiness of intellectual beings, 
appeared clearly demonstrated from reason and scripture ; whilst 
the Arminians, seit to acknowledge God’s providence, see- 
med to deny its efficacy and universality in opposition to many plain 
scriptural testimonies. Whilst the Arminian appeared to honor the 
Saviour by extending the benefits of his death to all men. he de- 
stroyed its efficacy, by placing man’s salvation in his own hands.— 
Again, whilst the Calvinist represented God as cruel, partial, un- 
merciful and unjust; both Calvinist and Armenian united in opinion 
that he was vindictive and changeable ; for his unchangeability is de- 
nied whenever he is represented as ourenemy. These glaring ab- 
surdities called forth agonizing wonder and surprise,that man,endued 
with rational faculties, having the scriptures before him could ever 
embrace creeds so repugnant and dishonorable to the character of 
our heavenly Father; and so directly opposed to a vast host of ev- 
idences, luminously visible in his works of Creation and Providence. 
You cannot think that I have drawn the picture of Calvinism in 
too high colors when you read the works of ‘Toplady, Edwards, Bel- 
amy, Hopkins, Emmons and Strong. I have repeadly read Strong’s 
“* Eternal misery reconciled with the infinite benevolence of God,” 
and conceive it to be made up of crafty addresses to the passions ; 
and sophistical reasonings, calculated to confirm prejudice, and mis- 
lead the wavering. He misconstrues many texts by mixing literal 
with allegorical, and draws conclusions from figurative passages to 
subserve the position he set ont to, maintain. He places the attri- 
bute of justice in the room of benevolence ; whereas it is manifest 


that justice is only a ray emanating from that glorious source ot - 


light, life, andlove. He assumes that strange position that God has 

3 secret & revealed will; and that he communicates the former in a 
oe manner to the elect, thereby representing the Universal Pa- 
rent as partial and unjust. Charity bids us to hope that the advo- 
cates of this system may act from pure motives, whiist reason de- 
mands us to believe that the veil is as much over their hearts as to 


the object of the Saviour’s mission, as itis at this day over the hearts 


of the Jews respecting their Messiah. Indeed the influence of tra- 
dition, bigotry, and fanaticism on the human mind, is vastly greater 
than we could conceive without close attention to thé subject. It 
has obtained an awful ascendency over every grade in society ; and 
is effects are delusive and fascinating. O how necessary to have 
just conceptions of the character and perfections of God and our 
relation to him! truly ‘ this is eternal life, to know thee, the only 
trne God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.” 











Letter to Dr. Fitch. 


If we admit as a rule that God is inflnite, and unchangeable in 
love, wisdom, power, justice, goodness and truth; that Jesus, endu- 
ed with all power in heavenand earth, will reign till a!) his enemies 
be subdued, and then deliver up the kingdom to him from whom 
he received it and God be all in all ; with this plan before us, the 
‘criptures can be read, understood and reconciled. Keeping the 
rule continually in view Jet as proceed to read. ‘ ‘lhe Lord is 
rood to all and his tender mercies are over all his works,”’ If God 
be good to all in this life, but not after death, we infer he is change- 
able ; but this is contrary to the rule. Again, ‘ when God heard 
this, he was wrath, and greatly abhorred Israel.’ This text taken 
literally declares achange in God. but the rule says he is unchange- 
-ble. In other places God is described as being grieved, full of 
fury, having eyes, hands, feet, bowing the heavens and coming 
down, but all these expressions contradict the rule, which declares 
him unchangeable, and infinite. We must therefore consider such 
expressions as strongly figurative, used in ancient times to affect the 
untutored mind with greater energy. The law condemns, the gos- 
pel acquits, but the rule causes them to harmonize. So many pas- 
sages of scripture, which seem opposed to the salvation of all men, 
by the above rule will be in perfect accordance, and even their 
weight thrown into the opposite scale. That Holy God who made 

intelligent beings and pronounced them good, must if unchangeable, 
inake them finally and eternally holy and happy! 

The goodnes of God appears so evidently from the works of cre- 
ation and providence, that every mind, capable of reflection, must 
admit with the Psalmist, that the heavens declare his glory, that he 
openeth his hands and satisfies the wants of every thing that lives, 
and that the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. Therefore 
with the greatest propriety he calls on every thing that hath breath 
to praise the Lord. But lest the evidence should still be judged in- 
adequate to prove that man shall be happy hereafter, we refer to 
the sacred oracles, which treat of life and immortality. Here we 
learn that the Father has every way qualified the Saviour to accom- 
ptish that glorious plan of reconciliation formed in the annals of e- 
ternity. ‘For it pleased the Father that in him all fullness should 
dwell ; that having made peace by the blood of his cross, he might 
reconcile all things whether in earth or in heaven.”’ All the promises 
in him areyeaand amen. They commenced in the Garden, were re- 
iterated to the Prophets, and shine in meridian splendor in that 
glorious gospel, which is emphatically denominated * glad tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all people.” In proof of my asser- 
tions, | refer to the following scriptures, Gen. 28. 14 ; Acts, 3. 21 ; 
_t Tim. 2. 1—6 ; Eph. 1. 4—10; 1 Cor. 15. 22—57; Rom. 5, 18. 
(To be continued) 
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